
 

Majete Wildlife Reserve 

A Unique Wildlife Destination in Malawi 

       

 

Help conserve and protect Malawi’s wildlife resource by visiting and staying at Malawi’s only protected area operated 

by African Parks. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a unique conservation and tourist destination for all visitors. The amazing 

success story of recovery and restoration and the continued protection of endangered species have led Majete to 

become one of the most popular reserves in Malawi. Majete Wildlife Reserve is situated in the lower Shire valley in the 

South West of Malawi, approximately 70 kilometres (one and a half hour’s drive) from Blantyre’s Chileka International 

Airport and three hours from Lake Malawi. Pick-ups can be arranged from Chikhwawa.  

 

The Story of Majete Wildlife Reserve  

Majete was once a prolific wildlife refuge but by the late 1990’s most species of large game, including elephant, had 

been eradicated. Remnant populations of a few resilient species remained but they had been reduced to very low, and 

in some cases critical numbers. Law enforcement teams were ill equipped and underfunded, illegal encroachment, 

agriculture and hardwood logging were all occurring inside the reserve and the resource was diminishing. In 2003, 

African Parks Majete (APM) a non-profit organisation, in partnership with the Malawian government and local 

communities, took total responsibility for the rehabilitation and long-term management of the reserve. The restoration 

of Majete has included significant infrastructure development (142 kilometres of electrified perimeter fence, 300 

kilometres of roads, water holes, scout camps, fence camps and a complete tourism infrastructure), wildlife restocking 

and a complete overhaul of the law enforcement and scientific monitoring function. 

 

The mass translocation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 2 554 animals from thirteen different species 

had been reintroduced including elephant, black rhino, buffalo, leopard, sable antelope, zebra, Lichtenstein’s 

hartebeest and eland. In August 2012, three lions were introduced to Majete making it one of the only reserves in 

Malawi where the Big Five can be viewed. African Parks Majete has also engaged positively with local people and has 

made a significant contribution to fostering cooperative relations with the surrounding communities. A range of 

community outreach projects have been launched with donor support and continue to generate positive working 

relations with Majete’s neighbours and generate much needed income for the community. In the last five years, 

African Parks Majete has focussed on tourism development and made significant achievements in pursuit of its goal to 

restore, develop and improve the management of Majete Wildlife Reserve as a potential tourist destination. 

 

Majete has become one of the most attractive parks in Malawi and is open throughout the year from January to 
December. Wildlife viewing can be done from the comfort of a game viewing vehicle or on a bushwalk for the more 
adventurous. You can also experience village life and culture and enjoy the music, dancing and traditional cooking of 
Malawi. Majete Wildlife Reserve has something to offer at all times of year. Game viewing is however far superior 
during the dry season (June to November). Due to its position in the Shire Valley, the terrain is rugged and undulating, 
and game viewing is best along the Shire River and around established water holes. 
 



 

The weather in Malawi is reasonably predictable – although there are three recognised seasons, the weather doesn't 
vary much within the seasons. The rainy season lasts from December until about March and once it begins in earnest, 
it rains almost every day. In a single day as much as 15cm of rain can fall. Temperatures at this time are around 38°C 
during the day but cooler at night. Temperatures start to fall slowly in April when days and nights become more 
pleasant. The rains gradually finish and Malawi moves into its cool and dry season until September. Game viewing 
improves during this time as this is when the scrub starts to die down and temperatures are more enjoyable at around 
20°C. October to December sees the highest temperatures, sometimes up to 45°C. As there is much less vegetation 
cover, animal sightings occur more often and groups of animals congregate at the waterholes. 
 

Thawale Lodge 

Situated within Majete around a serene floodlit waterhole that attracts a variety of wildlife, Thawale Lodge is a 

peaceful haven from which to experience Majete.  Completely unfenced, the camp is regularly visited by wildlife. 

Thawale Lodge offers six double and twin tented chalets all en-suite and each with its own private veranda 

overlooking the waterhole.  The more luxurious chalet has a unique open air bathroom built among the rocks with a 

shower and a sunken bath and views of the floodlit waterhole. The chalets are spaced out to offer visitors privacy and 

an individual bush experience. A communal lapa (traditional lounge area) with a fully staffed kitchen is available in the 

centre of the camp. Fresh meals are served in the beautiful thatched bamboo restaurant and bar and there is a birding 

veranda looking out over the combretum forest and waterhole. Thawale is fully electrified.  

 

 
     Thawale Lodge – main area         Thawale Lodge – tented chalets 

 

Mkulumadzi Lodge 

Mkulumadzi is an exclusive luxury lodge set on a lush riverbank within Majete Wildlife Reserve. The lodge has 8 

superb chalets, each with spacious living quarters and a private viewing deck. Guests can swim in the pool, dine 

under the stars, enjoy river cruises, game drives and walking safaris. Surrounded by 7 000 hectares of private 

concession, Mkulumadzi enjoys an idyllic location at the confluence of two rivers shaded by giant leadwood trees. It is 

the perfect combination of splendid isolation and first-class facilities. At Mkulumadzi you can be as active or idle as 

you wish. Head into the bush to track rhino, hike to the peak of Majete Hill, take a cultural tour of the local villages or 

simply lounge on the shaded riverbank listening to the gentle grunt of hippos.  

 

 
 Sunset drinks at the chalet                Stories around the campfire                Walking trails 

 

Community Camp Site  

Near the entrance to the park is a self-catering campsite which was built in 2007 and equipped with a thatched bar 

and dining space, barbeque area, toilets and hot showers. Power is provided through a solar system and two 

beautifully thatched hideouts offer a comfortable place to spend the night. The campsite is owned and managed by a 

Committee of local people from villages surrounding Majete, with assistance from the extension team of African Parks 

and the profits go directly to them.  



 

 

 
                               Community Camp Site  

 

Day Visitor Centre 

The Day Visitor Centre is located near the entrance gate of Majete and overlooks a water hole where animals come to 

drink. A full menu of traditional and western meals, snacks, cold drinks, beer and tea and coffee are available.  

 

 
                              Day Visitor Centre overlooking a waterhole 

 

Heritage Centre  

The Heritage Centre is found near the Main Gate. Here visitors can learn about the history of Majete and the culture 

and tradition of the surrounding communities in the museum. There is also a curio shop which sells locally made arts 

and crafts on behalf of the local community. 

 
                            Heritage Centre with Curio Shop and Museum 

 

Directions 

Majete Wildlife Reserve is located in Malawi, about 70 kilometres south-west of Blantyre, the nearest town with an 

international airport. Vehicle hire options are available in Blantyre. From Blantyre, take the road to Chikhwawa and 

follow the signs to Majete Wildlife Reserve. When arriving in Chikhwawa turn right at the T-junction. The road between 

Chikhwawa Boma and the park is about 20km down an all season dirt road which is accessible throughout the year. 

The total journey takes approximately 1.5 hours in total. We recommend using a 4x4 vehicle during the wet season 

months and a high-clearance vehicle during the rest of the year. 

 

Rates: from 1 January 2013 

 

Thawale Lodge 

Double tented chalet – Full Board    USD 150 per person sharing per night 

Double tented chalet – Half Board    USD 136 per person sharing per night 



 

Children under 12 – Full Board    USD 75 per child per night 

Children under 5     Free (but food paid) 

Luxury Double Tent – Full Board    USD 170 per person sharing per night 

Luxury Double Tent – Half Board   USD 106 per person sharing per night 

* Luxury Double Tented chalet has an outside bathroom and is inclusive of a bottle of wine 

FB includes dinner, lunch and breakfast 

HB includes dinner and breakfast 

Rates exclude gratuities, drinks, activities, 1% tourism levy and park entry fees 

 

Mkulumadzi Lodge 

High Season: USD 378 per person sharing 

Shoulder Season: USD 337 per person sharing 

Low Season: USD 306 per person sharing 

Please enquire about special rates for children 

Group rates: 10% reduction for groups of 10 people or more 

Includes: breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, dinner; bar drinks; laundry; transfers to and from Nchalo airstrip; meet-and-

greet at Lilongwe Airport; morning and evening game drives; river cruises; escorted hikes 

Excludes: a menu of fine wines and spirits is offered at an extra charge; airport taxes and flights; gratuities; personal 

and medical insurance 

 

Community Camp Site 

Camping      USD 10 per person per night 

Double shelter      USD 15 per group per night 

Single shelter      USD 12 per group per night 

Tent Hire      USD 25 per tent per night 

Rates exclude activities, 1% tourism levy and park entry fees 

 

Activity Rates 

Boardroom Hire (includes tea and coffee)  USD 107 per group (max. 20 people) 

Behind the Scenes (past and present)   USD 30 per group 

Boat Ride (no children under 12)   USD 20 per group 

Bush Breakfast (only for guests of Thawale Lodge) USD 40 per group 

Community Visit     USD 107 per group (max. 6 people) 

Game drive       USD 25 per person (children under 5 free) 

Guided Bush / Bird Walk    USD 25 per group (no children under 12) 

Hike Majete Hill      USD 40 per person (no children under 12) 

Night Game Drive     USD 35 per person 

Scout in own car     USD 15 (per scout) 

 

Park Entry Fees 

USD 20 per person per day (USD 10 per child under 12 years per day) 

USD 4 per vehicle per day 

 

Road transfers from Chikhwawa to Majete can be arranged from USD 19 per person one way 

 

* these rates are subject to change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Places to Visit in Majete 

 

 
                               Majete Hill         Mvuu Spot hide 

 
                               Nsepete Waterhole and Hide       Kapachiri Falls 

 

 

 

 


